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Statement on Land Referencing Questionnaire 

 
Heathrow must (under the Planning Act 2008) undertake due diligence as part of the 
DCO process and make reasonable inquiries as to all the potential interested parties in 
terms of the land and property that will be impacted by the proposed expansion.  
 
The Land Interest Questionnaire has been designed to elicit information that Heathrow 
require in order to comply with their statutory obligations to identify people and 
organisations with a legal interest in property or land that may be affected by the 
proposed expansion project.  
 
Those who live in homes being compulsory purchased will receive letters - but so should 
any homes and commercial properties in the wider compensation zone. This will include 
those that might be impacted by the scheme once it is in use.  
 
The Planning Act 2008 defines those entitled to compensation as people who may suffer  
depreciation on the value of their home or land from either congestion or increased noise 
once the scheme is operational.  
 
Heathrow say that they will use this information for the purpose of compiling a Book of 
Reference, which is a statutory requirement for any prospective developer. 
 
Heathrow will contact people again before the statutory consultation commences in the 
summer for the purpose of ascertaining whether the information which they hold about 
them is accurate.  
 
They assert that this information will be used to issue consultation letters, notifying all 
interested parties of the statutory consultation periods and how to have their say on the 
proposed scheme. 
 
Please note that it is for individuals to decide whether they wish to respond to the Land 
Interest Questionnaires. However, if you do not respond, Heathrow may decide to follow 
this up by attempting to contact residents by phone, email and visits to your home. 
 
It should be noted that Heathrow can apply to the Planning Inspectorate for the power 
to legally require residents to give Heathrow the names and addresses of people who 
have an interest in the land to which the application relates. Refusal to comply at this 
point can result in committing an offence with a fine up to £5,000.		
 
The Coalition recognises both the benefit that registering as an “interested party” can 
have in terms of the DCO process (highlighting the costs of the scheme) and also the 
merits in not responding at all (increasing the burden on the developer in gathering such 
information). Those opposed to expansion are within their right to seek to make it as 
difficult for Heathrow as possible. 


